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CHICAGO-BASED SCREENPLAY “END OF THE NIGHT” OPTIONED 
 

Los Angeles based NGN Productions has optioned End of the Night, an original feature screenplay 

written by Chicago-based writer, director and producer Thomas C. Gaunt.  The project was discovered on 

The Black List by head of development, Dan Benamor and the option negotiated by producer Dion York 

Foley.  Gaunt will also be an associate producer on the film which is set in Chicago’s Uptown 

neighborhood.  A graduate of The School of The Art Institute of Chicago, Gaunt started his career as a 

production assistant at Kartemquin Films in 1996.  Gaunt’s previous films include the sci-fi web short 

Days End, the award-winning documentary A Place Called Home: An Adoption Story and co-producing, 

shooting and editing 2012’s Artists in Residence, both of which premiered on PBS. 

 

End of the Night is a dramatic crime thriller about a reclusive homeless veteran living in Chicago’s 

Graceland Cemetery who is compelled to act when two armed men arrive in the dead of night to bury an 

unconscious young woman.  Prior to being optioned, Night was a Semi-Finalist in the Final Draft Big 

Break Screenwriting Contest and rated highly on The Black List.  NGN stepped up to aggressively take it 

off of the table before it could be shopped to other studios.  Currently, the film is being set up with 

packaging, production personal and casting being put into place.   

 

The screenplay was written with Chicago’s Uptown neighborhood and Graceland Cemetery in mind from 

the very beginning.  Having lived in Chicago for nearly 20 years, Gaunt is still in awe of all that the city 

has to offer for local productions.  “We have an amazing skyline, architecture, the lake, beaches, 

culturally rich neighborhoods, but more importantly there is an industrial landscape that is utterly 

captivating on film.  Like Graceland, there are locations here that would be too cost prohibitive to 

replicate elsewhere.  With its industrial parks, local cemeteries and skyscrapers, Chicago offers a 

wonderful collision of industry and nature in an urban setting unlike any other major city.” 

 

As much as the setting, the main characters and their chance at redemption are what drew Thomas to 

write the screenplay.  “It is an intense contained thriller that takes place all in one night.  On one level it’s 

a serious drama of loss set against the backdrop of black market crime, exposing the seedy underbelly of 

human trafficking.  On another level, it’s about re-claiming agency once it has been stripped from you.  In 

the case of End of the Night, the difficulty of returning to your family after losing your connection to it.”   

 

– More – 
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End of the Night’s main character (Ex-Marine, Walter) suffers from PSTD and has taken up residence in a 

mausoleum for shelter.  His life has deteriorated and nearly spiraled to an end when two armed men 

(Angus and Danny) attempt to bury the unconscious Marta in a nearby grave.  Walter impulsively pulls 

her to safety setting off an intense chain of events as the two try to escape the confines of the high-walled 

cemetery without being spotted and killed.  As much as their immediate threat, Marta and Walter (both 

cultural outsiders) are forced to confront their respective pasts as they work together to survive the present 

and retain some hope for the future.  

 

Thomas states that, “It was important for me that the stakes rise at every turn for each character, even for 

the antagonists.  For example, what happens to Angus and Danny if they can’t follow through?  Maybe 

they don’t get paid.  Maybe they become expendable to their boss.  Whatever it is, their motivation has to 

be real and important to be believable.  The story is pulpy and bleak at times, but is never hopeless or 

without context.  I wanted to write something that was thrilling, but that wasn’t gratuitous and didn’t wink 

at the audience or play to their expectations.  I tried to write a movie that I would want to see in the 

theaters or VOD.  Now, with NGN Productions, we are one step closer to making that happen.”   

 

NGN Productions is a division of Nasser Entertainment Group which has been producing quality feature 

films for nearly 20 years.  Founded by the Nasser brothers (Joseph & Jack), NGN has worked with Oscar 

winners Sidney Poitier & Faye Dunaway as well as Seth Rogen, Ray Liotta, Steve Austin, Bruce Willis, 

Danny Glover, Tom Berenger & Donald Sutherland in producing over 50 movies in various genres – 

including Dawn Rider, a western starring Christian Slater, Jill Hennessy and Sutherland, the dramedy 

What Goes Up starring Steve Coogan (Philomena), Hilary Duff & Olivia Thirlby (Juno).  The Nasser 

Brothers also exec-produced The Whole Ten Yards, starring Bruce Willis, Matthew Perry & Amanda 

Peet. 

 

For 10 years GAUNT FILMS has been creating original films by telling compelling stories with 

captivating characters that aim to provoke a deeper understanding of the human experience.  If you would 

like to schedule an interview Thomas can be reached at 773-957-5455.  More information about Thomas 

and his work can be found on the web at Gaunt Films, IMDB and Linked in.  
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